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Chez Moi
Starting a new life with the one you love may 
involve a difficult transition for some: moving into 
a new space, finding your way, making your mark, 
keeping it fresh and new and loving. Once upon a 
time women did all the home decorating, but more 
and more men are becoming involved in creating 
an environment that also reflects their tastes and 
lifestyles. So when going through the process of 
making up that new home, make it more enjoyable 
by doing it together. How? Well, for starters, you 
can shop together, taking into consideration each 
other’s sense of taste and style.

In the next few pages you will find some great 
resources that can assist you and your fiancé in 
working together to fill the space of your new 
home, both physically and emotionally.
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JacarandaStyle 

¢   Home Décor  †

	
	 The	New	York	home	of	Dori	Rootenberg	shelters	an	
exceptional	collection	of	South	African	art	and	artisanal	craft.	
Dori		is	a	gifted	collector	and	the	founder	of	JacarandaStyle.	
Her	path	to	the	brilliant	artisans	of	South	Africa	has	been,	in	
every	sense	of	the	term,	a	love	story.
	 It	began	with	a	love	of	art	and	design.	Dori	earned	
a	 BA	 in	 Art	 History	 at	 Drew	 University	 and	 a	 degree	 in	
advertising	 and	 communications	 at	 New	 York’s	 Fashion	
Institute	 of	 Technology.	 Her	 education	 developed	 her	 natural	
eye	for	the	rare	and	the	beautiful.
	 Her	 love	story	 took	a	different	 turn	when	she	met	
and	 married	 Daniel,	 a	 South	 African	 citizen.	 She	 traveled	
extensively	to	South	Africa	and,	while	collecting	an	extensive	
portfolio	 of	 objets	 d’art	 by	 gifted	 young	 designers,	 came	
to	 know	 the	 richness	 of	 native	 South	 African	 crafts.	 That	
knowledge	led	to	the	founding	of	JacarandaStyle	in	2002.
	



Dori	 is	 the	 sole	 creator	 of	 the	 JacarandaStyle	 collection,	
which	 brings	 together	 her	 fashion	 credentials,	 design	
skills,	and	deep	affection	for	native	South	African	crafts	to	
create	 a	 unique	 offering	 of	 table	 accessories.	 Her	 current	
collection	 includes	ceramics,	flatware,	and	glassware,	each	
distinguished	by	sophisticated	color,	premier	craftsmanship,	
and	 whimsical	 design.	 Dori	 regularly	 supplements	 these	
lines	with	South	African	jewelry.
	 The	most	compelling	part	of	this	love	story	involves	
the	 Ethembeni	 School	 for	 disabled	 youth	 in	 South	 Africa.	
(Ethembeni	 means	 “Place	 of	 Hope.”)	 A	 portion	 of	 every	
JacarandaStyle	sale	 is	donated	to	the	school,	where	 it	goes	
toward	 the	 school’s	 operation	 and,	 in	 part,	 fulfills	 Dori’s	
wish	 for	 a	 humanitarian	 and	 cultural	 connection	 between	
the	people		of		post	Apartheid	South	Africa	and	her	fellow	
citizens	of	the	United	States.
	 The	artisan	is	the	heart	of	JacarandaStyle.	Whether	
formally	 trained	 in	 fine	 art	 or	 apprenticed	 at	 the	 potter’s	
wheel,	each	is	a	master	of	materials,	design,	and	the	elegant	
functionality	that	table	accessories	and	jewelry	require.	You	
can	get	 to	know	them	in	the	“Meet	 the	Artists”	section	of	
JacarandaStyle’s	website.
	 JacarandaStyle	was	born	of	a	sense	of	partnership,	
a	 conviction	 both	 that	 local	 artisans	 deserved	 a	 world	
market	 and	 that	 their	 communities	 were	 entitled	 to	 share	
in	 JacarandaStyle’s	 success.	 In	 that	 spirit,	 Dori	 returns	 a	
portion	of	Jacaranda’s	revenues	to	the	community	where	the	
artisans	live.	Your	purchase	will	not	only	brighten	your	next	
gathering;	in	a	modest	but	meaningful	way,	it	will	brighten	
the	lives	of	the	communities	who	created	it.

Dori	and	Daniel	reside	in	New	York	City	with	their	
daughter	Julia.

By Marie Burgos
http://www.jacarandastyle.com/
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When	 Evian	 and	 John	 Carraby	 traveled	 to	
India	 in	 2000,	 they	 had	 no	 idea	 their	 life	

and	style	would	be	changed	forever.	Their	trip	to	
that	majestic	country	made	them	fall	in	love	with	
amazing	craftsmanship,	unique	design,	sumptuous	
fabrics,	rich	colors…so	much	so	that	they	decided	
to	create	My	Little	India	back	home	in	New	York,	
beginning	 with	 their	 flagship	 store	 on	 96	 South	
Elliot	Place,	Brooklyn,	New	York.
	 John,	who	always	had	an	eye	for	design,	took	
over	the	design	of	their	own	furniture	collection,	
so	 their	 store	 is	 filled	 with	 amazing	 pieces	 and	
collections	 to	give	 inspiration	to	all	homemakers	
who	 want	 to	 furnish	 with	 flair.	 	 Evian	 offers	
accessories	relating	to	home	and	travel.	(She	is	also	
the	coordinator	of	the	store’s	commercial	events,	
such	as	expositions	of	their	goods	at	various	New	
York	City	fairs.)	The	store’s	offerings	vary	widely,	
and	 the	 collections	 continue	 to	 grow:	 John	 and	
Evian	 have	 launched	 a	 bedding	 collection,	 a	 spa	

collection,	 and	 a	 range	 of	 candle	 lights.	 My	 Little	
India	 is	 an	 enchanted	 world	 of	 scents,	 sounds,	 and	
colors,	 where	 you	 will	 find	 a	 variety	 of	 accessories:	
scented	soaps;	bath	salts	 in	almond,	milk,	 lavender,	
and	chocolate;	colorful	candles	that	set	the	tone	of	a	
room.	
	 In	addition	 to	being	a	very	busy	and	 successful	
business	 couple,	 John	 and	 Evian	 have	 created	 a	 warm,	
loving	family.	Originally	from	Trinidad,	Evian	and	John	
have	 made	 a	 home	 for	 themselves	 here,	 into	 which	 I	
was	welcomed	with	open	arms.	I	traveled	from	the	buzz	
of	 Manhattan	 to	 their	 green	 and	 peaceful	 New	 Jersey	
neighborhood,	where	each	and	every	home	was	simply	
beautiful.	I	arrived	at	John	and	Evian’s	to	find	an	amazing	
18th-century	townhouse	with	a	majestic	porch	outside	
and	a	My	little	India	feel	inside.	It	was	early	in	the	morning	
when	I	arrived,	so	their	two	kids	were	in	school.	I	was	
given	a	tour	of	their	home,	during	which	I	admired	
all	of	 their	designs	and	craftsmanship,	along	with	
the	 beautiful	 silk	 fabrics	 spread	 throughout.	 The	
house	felt	simple	yet	full	of	richness	at	the	same	time.
	 As	I	made	my	way	through	their	home,	I	could	
not	help	but	admire	the	high	ceilings	and	beautiful	
staircase	featuring	a	Buddha	statue.	It	really	seemed	
to	own	the	space	and	set	the	tone	for	the	rest	of	the	
house.	In	the	center	of	the	family	room	were	a	huge	
coffee	table	and	a	throne-like	chair;	Evian,	sitting	in	

My Little India
Doorway to a World of

Simply Beautiful Home Furnishings 
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You can visit My Little India at
96 South Elliot Place
Brooklyn, New York

(Corner of Fulton Street)
 1.866.583.4285

www.mylittleindia.net

this	chair,	was	clearly	the	queen	of	this	home,	proud,	
powerful,	and	simply	elegant.	The	table	was	set	in	
the	 dining	 room,	 ready	 for	 breakfast,	 and	 I	 could	
just	 imagine	 the	 warm	 gatherings	 that	 this	 room	
could	host.		Upstairs,	in	their	bedroom,	I	stood	by	
the	fireplace	to	enjoy	the	calm	and	was	treated	to	a	
look	at	their	collection	of	books	of	photography.	
	 Before	 leaving,	 still	 wrapped	 in	 the	 warm,	
peaceful	 charm	 of	 John	 and	 Evian,	 I	 sat	 on	 the	
staircase	 to	 admire	 the	 majestic	 Indian	 door	 in	
their	entryway,	flanked	by	the	deity	of	abundance,	
and	 it	 seemed	 to	 me	 like	 the	 doorway	 to	 eternal	
happiness.
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Whether	you	are	looking	for	Mr.	or	Mrs.	Right	or	already	have	him	or	her	in	your	life,	Feng	Shui—
an	ancient	Chinese	art—can	enhance	your	special	partnership	and	make	your	love	life	sparkle.	
How	does	Feng	Shui	work?	By	placing	your	furniture	and	personal	objects	around	you	in	a	specific	
way,	you	ensure	that	your	energy,	called	chi,	flows	freely	in	your	home.	The	objective	is	to	create	
for	yourself	an	environment	that	reflects	the	love	life	you	want.	

Enhance your 
Relationship withFeng Shui

When	your	bedroom	is	cluttered	and	untidy,	the	energy	in	there	will	be	low	and	
slow. Clutter is a sure sign that your chi is stuck,	so	roll	up	your	sleeves	
and	clean	the	place	up	if	you	want	to	jump-start	your	love	life.	Ring	a	bell,	shake	
a	rattle,	or	clap	your	hands	loudly	around	the	room	to	clear	out	the	
old	stale	energy.

1 Clean up your bedroom

The	rule	of	thumb	for	proper	bed	position	is	to	place	it	on	a	solid	wall,	diagonal	
from	the	door,	allowing	a	full	view	of	the	room	and	its	entry	while	you	are	lying	in	
bed.	Avoid placing the bed in line with a doorway,	since	this	can	cause	
feelings	of	vulnerability	and	defensiveness.	Also,	avoid	alignment	with	the	bath-
room	door,	as	this	can	contribute	to	your	feeling	drained	or	tired,	or	having	a	
restless	sleep	pattern.

Here are the 9 top tips for Feng Shui in the bedroom:

2 Position your bed harmoniously

by Marie Burgos 

By Marie Burgos



3 Add a Solid Headboard to Your Bed

7 Get things in pairs

8 Open the door to love 

4 Display Romantic Artwork 
No	matter	where	the	master	bedroom	is	located	in	your	home,	surround	yourselves	with	art	
that	calls	forth	a	feeling	of	love	and	romance.		Be careful of displaying art that has a 
single man or woman pictured in it, or	one	that	has	three	or	more	people	in	it.	Relation-
ships	are	challenging	enough	between	two	people;	bringing	a	third	party	into	your	bedroom,	
even	in	art,	is	just	not	supportive	to	a	couple.	

A	headboard	represents	support,	and	energetically	brings	both	sides	of	the	bed	together,	creat-
ing	harmonious	union	for	partners.	If		possible,	avoid metal headboards since they can 
be conductive. Particularly	sensitive	people	often	have	difficulty	resting	peacefully	on
metal-framed	beds	or	near	a	metal	headboard.		

Set up nightstands on both sides of your bed,	to	accommodate	the	needs	of	your	part-
ner	as	well	as	your	own.Include	lamps	(so	that	he	or	she	can	read	romantic	poetry	to	you	at	
night!).	And	get	accessories	in	pairs	as	well:	pillows,	candles,	etc.

Make	sure	both	the	front	door	of	your	home	and	the	door	to	your	bedroom	open	easily	and	
completely.	Doors	that	stick	or	squeak,	or	that	only	open	partway	because	 of	 all	 the	 stuff	
stored	 behind	 them,	 are	blocking	the	flow	of	romantic	energy	and	opportunity	into	your	
home.	A loose doorknob on your bedroom door could mean you’re having a 
hard time getting a handle on romance;	get	out	your	screwdriver	and	tighten	it	up.

Pink	and	white	are	the	colors	of	relationship.	You	can	use	them	for	your	bed	sheets,	your	un-
dergarments,	pillows,	accents.Red represents hot passion. His power is unlimited.

5 Think pink, red and white

To	learn	more	about	how	Feng	Shui	can	impact	positively	all	the	areas	of	your	life,	
find	out	about	your	Feng	Shui	profile	or	participate	to	our	workshops.		 	

www.manobluedes ign.com

by Marie Burgos Feng Shui Expert 

Make	a	collage	of	images	that	symbolize	your	perfect	relationship,	and	place	it	where	you	will	see	it	every	
day. Compose a list of the qualities of your ideal soul mate	on	a	red	page	and	place	it	in	the	
love	area	of	your	bedroom	(right-hand	side		far	corner	from	the	door).	If	you	are	already	in	a	relationship,	
invite	your	partner	to	make	the	collage	with	you,	to	represent	your	intention	to	build	a	joyful	and	loving	
future	together.	

9 Clarify your intention
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6 Remove old relationship energy
Go	 through	 your	 home—especially	 your	 bedroom—and	 remove	 anything	 that	 reminds	 you	
of	past	failed	relationships:	an	ex-boyfriend’s	old	sweater;	photographs	of	you	with	a	previous	
partner;	a	gift	that	reminds	you	(unfavorably)	of	a	giver	with	whom	you	are	no	longer	in	
love…And	no	matter	how	incurable	a	romantic	you	may	be,	do NOT keep old love letters 
anywhere in your bedroom	unless	they	are	from	someone	with	whom	you	are	still	bliss-
fully	paired	up.
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Registering	is	now	just	a	click	away.	Technology	has	usso	spoiled.	
I	recall	about	12	years	ago	when	I	had	to	domy	first	register	in	
department	store.	You	were	given	apen/pencil	and	a	board	with	
a	big	list	or	everythingin	a	store.	It	took	hours…	Then	
we	upgraded	tobig	handheld	scanner	that	with	a	click	
of	 a	 button	 you	 would	 scan	 the	 item	 you	 wanted.	
Today	 we	 can	 register	 with	 just	 a	 click	 away	 in	 the	
convenience	 of	 your	 own	 home.	 Wedding	 registry	
should	 be	 done	 at	 least	 six	 months	 to	 one	 year	 prior	
to	the	event.	This	 is	an	exciting	time	in	a	couple’s	 life	
where	you	can	ask	for	things	that	you	need	and	want.	
It’s	simply	a	wish	list	to	make	it	easier	for	your	friends	
and	family.		J.C.	Penny’s	5	easy	steps	to	register	
on	line.	Enter	your	event	information,	registrant	
information,	add	your	shipping	address ,	ask	for	
announcement	cards,	opt-in	for	registry	emails.		There	is	
also	in-store	kiosk	whichaaa	make	easier	for	purchasing	
and	create	registry.	Free	wedding	magazine,	gift	wrap,	
engagement	 portrait,	 wedding	 planner	 &	 organizer,	
personal	 web	 site.	 Bed	 Bath	 &	 Beyond,	 online	 registry	
access	for	couples	and	guests	from	anywhere	with	an	enormous	
selection	 of	 merchandise.	 They	 also	 have	 in-store	 handheld	
scanners.	They	also	have	completion	program	which	entitles	you	to	
a	10%	discount	on	anything	on	your	registry.	In	addition	to	Friends	
Program	if	you	refer	friend	to	registry	they	will	reward	you	with	
a	Referral	Award	 for	$25	of	 any	purchase	of	$50	or	more	at	 any	
Bed	Bath	&	Beyond	store.	The	Bridal	Toolkit	is	amazing	electronic	
assistant	that	can	help	you	manage	and	organize	all	your	To-Do.	
Bridal	 Planner:	 Timeline,	 Task	 Manager,	 Personal	 Wedding	 Site	
and	Guest	List	Manager.	 	Pottery	Barn	has	the	ability	 to	register	
on	line	or	any	of	their	stores.	They	suggest	registration	at	 least	6	
months	in	advance	of	the	event	date.	They	also	have	the	on-time	
10%	completion	discount	on	any	or	all	 items	 remaining	on	your	
registry.	Pottery	Barn	has	 two	methods	 for	notifying	about	your	
gift	 registry	 “Announce	 Registry”	 feature	 which	 can	 be	 email	 or	
enclosure	card	which	are	available	in	their	retail	locations	or	their	
website.	Pottery	Barn	will	have	an	GG	 icon	which	 is	 an	 idea	 for	
Giving	a	Group	Gift	is	a	great	for	the	larger	items	on	your	registry.	
Pottery	 Barn	 has	 partner	 with	 Wedding	 Channel	 if	 you	 would	
prefer	 not	 to	 have	 your	 registry	 included	 on	 their	 site	 you	 can	
simply	contact	them	directly.	 	William	Sonoma	has	a	convenient	
registry	on	line.	The	benefits	of	registering	with	Williams-Sonoma	

is	the	effortless	management	
in	 add	 or	 delete	 items	 or	
changing	 the	 quantity	 its	
updates	 immediately.	 You	
will	receive	newsletters	with	ideas	for	your	event	and	update	on	
new	products.	Thank	you	note	manager	show	you	which	registry	
item	have	been	purchased	and	by	whom.	It	also	keeps	track	of	
the	notes	you’ve	sent.	You	can	also	request	William	Sonoma’s	
The	Essential	Registry	Guide	on	everything	you’ll	need	to	know	
about	selecting	cookware	and	dinnerware.	Bloomingdales	has	a	
great	and	easy	friendly	cite.	If	you	register	with	Bloomingdales	
you	will	receive	free	gifts,	bonuses,	discounts	and	great	offers.	
You	can	also	view	on	line	“The	New	Rules	of	the	Registry.	The	
have	 an	 online	 suite	 of	 registry	 tools	 by	 building	 a	 wedding	
website	and	you	can	also	sign	up	for	a	charity	registry.	They	will	
provide	you	with	enclosure	cards	and	Thank	You	card	Manager	
for	your	guest.
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Wedding Registry
The Future of Bridal Registry
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Linda J. Ortiz
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